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1. Background
The impact  of  domestic  violence continues  to  increase,  all  the  more  so due  to  the number  of 
incidents of murder and serious injury committed, usually by men against their female partners. In 
2006, two women killed the men with whom they had relationships.  There is no doubt that in 
Guyana increasing levels of violence are used to resolve all manner of conflicts. 

The work with the National Domestic Violence Task Force formed a major part of the project, and 
the  time  spent  with  the  National  Domestic  Violence  Task  Force  has  been  considered  capacity 
building for the NDTF. A successful outcome of this component of the project is that the National 
Domestic Violence Task Force has accepted a policy recommendation, which was prepared after 
considerable  research  and  discussion.  The  draft  policy  document  is  available  at 
http://www.sdnp.org.gy/hands/files/dvtaskforcepolicy.pdf and submitted separately with this report. 
The adoption of this policy will be led by the Ministry of Human Services and Social Security.

2. Activities
The Activities proposed in the report presented in January 2006 were conducted, albeit with some 
variations in scope. The summary of activities is as follows

Activity Expenditure

1. Help & Shelter consolidation of experience with domestic violence in the 
preparation of a draft policy and strategic framework for the Government of 
Guyana. Help & Shelter also participated in several activities and consultations 
carried out by the National Domestic Violence Task force: this contribution was 
made to build the capacity of the National Domestic Task Force as it sought to 
implement another project funded by the UNIFEM Trust Fund.
Related advocacy activities include consultation and advocacy for the reform of 
sexual offences legislation and child protection legislation. New sexual offences 
legislation is shortly to be drafted under the aegis of the Ministry of Human 
Services & Social Security and draft child protection legislation is to be 
amended before early submission to parliament. 1,800

2. Advocacy with the Guyana Police Force continues to target improvement of 
their response to domestic violence. The GPF finally agreed through another 
project to a training module on domestic violence and child abuse and Help & 
Shelter advised on aspects of the training module and testing. 400

3. Facilitation of several rap sessions and interactive workshops with different 
groups in different settings (see Annex 1 for details) 500

4. Facilitation of training of volunteer hotline counsellors for the Help & Shelter 
hotline conducted in February 2006 400

5. Facilitation of a 3 day domestic violence orientation session  in July 2006 250

6. Coordination expenses 300

Total 3,650

http://www.sdnp.org.gy/hands/files/dvtaskforcepolicy.pdf


3. Impact Assessment and Evaluation: lessons learnt  
This Project was initially conceptualised to build national capacity for perpetrator rehabilitation and 
to continue with community outreach and advocacy activities.

We noted in our first report that we could not implement the perpetrator rehabilitation programme 
for several reasons, including the lack of capacity to sustain the initiative due to unavailability of 
on-going funding and of trainers trained, who found alternative work. Help & Shelter continues to 
interact  with  perpetrators,  but  we have  not  been  able  to  analyse the  success  of  any behaviour 
change.

The principles of ensuring the woman's safety while not condoning any abusive behaviour have 
been adopted in our interventions with perpetrators.  The materials shared as part of the training 
received by Calvin Bell continue to be used during our training and public education work.

During  the  project  implementation  period,  violence  in  Guyana  has  increased  drastically.  The 
February 2002 jailbreak led to a rapid increase in the number of ‘non-domestic’ deaths and murders 
and at the same time there was a increase in the rate of ‘domestic’ murders. All the staff and many 
of  the  volunteers  of  Help  & Shelter  have  contributed  to  various  national  initiatives  to  reduce 
violence.

The  public  education  manual  produced  as  part  of  this  project  (available  at 
http://www.sdnp.org.gy/hands/download/pubedmanual.pdf ) has been a vital resource in the efforts 
of Help & Shelter and other organisations. 

The community outreach work conducted by this project resulted in direct contact with over 2,000 
persons from all regions of Guyana, most of whom received materials and information to share with 
others. During our partnership with Youth Can Move the World we had direct contact with some 
300 young people who were to return to their communities to share knowledge on wide range of 
issues including domestic violence.

It  is  therefore  impossible  to  assess  the  number  of  people upon whom Help & Shelter's  public 
education work has had an impact. 

Help & Shelter realises that it needs to focus on service provision to victims of violence, yet finding 
funding for our counselling and support services continues to be a challenge. The increase in sexism 
and violence in the wider society has resulted in more intense forms of violence committed against 
women continue to also challenge us to find ways to respond to reduce these forms of violence. 
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Annex 1 

Schedule of rap sessions on domestic violence and other training during the reporting period

Activity Expenditure

Session conducted with youth from the Better Hope Mandir, East Coast Demerara 20

1 day session conducted a at a camp for 90 Hindu youth organised by the Guyana 
Sevashram Sangh at Cove & John, East Coast Demerara 300

Session conducted with the Crane Wesleyan Church, on the West Coast of 
Demerara, group of about 30 persons, the time spent was three hours with two 
facilitators – October, 2006 60

Participation at Culture Fest – experience of hosting booth for widespread 
dissemination of public education materials over several days, and interacting with 
different people in an 'exhibition/fair' setting. Estimated outreach was 600 persons 100

Lunch & Learn session on domestic violence conducted for 20 persons from the 
Centre for Disease Control and associated project staff in Guyana 20

Total 500
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