
Report of the  Child Protection Training for members of the Linden Branch of the Guyana 
Nurses Association on Thursday 15th April, 2010 at the Charles Roza Nursing School.

The Guyana Nurses Association engaged the Pickney Project of Help & Shelter  to continue working 
with its members as part of their Continuing Nursing Education programme. The Child Protection 
Training has become more urgent now that the Protection of Children Act of 2009 makes it mandatory 
for health care professionals to report cases when they think that children are in need of protection. The 
Regional Health Authority provided support to the workshop.

There were 29 participants , with additional visitors who were interacted as their schedule allowed.

Learning Objectives :-
The one day session was organised so that by the end, participants should be expected to 

• Define child abuse and explain their role in preventing child abuse.
• Recognise cultural and personal factors which may hinder appropriate interventions in cases of 

child abuse.
• Identify physical and behavioural indicators of child abuse.
• Learn some skills to interact with child survivors of abuse
• Discuss some ways to prevent child abuse
• Understand the legal framework for reporting child abuse

The participants also listed the following as expectations of the session :-
• Gain more knowledge about child abuse
• Where to go for help 
• How to stop the carnage
• Ways and means to stop child abuse
• Obtain information, to share with others
• Have a clear view
• Understand causes of chld abuse
• How to approach children
• Identify the forms of abuse
• How to detect child abuse

Methodology
The methodology followed the one established by the Facilitator Resource Kit for Training Nurses in 
Child Protection available from http://www.hands.org.gy/nursesresourcekit. 
The  session  was  intended  to  be  participatory  and  interactive,  and  to  also  draw  on  participants' 
experiences  with  child  abuse  prevention  and  detection.  At  the  same  time,  space  was  allowed  for 
participants to discuss their personal views, since it is likely that many persons would have had their 
own experiences.  The time allowed for  some analysis  of  opinion  statements  and the case studies. 
However, time did not allow for practise of the skills for interviewing children who were survivors. 
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The logistics were efficient. The discussions were active. Handouts were provided for reference. 

Evaluation
The evaluation sheets were submitted by 28 participants. The evaluation results are organised by the 
questions.

1. Did you understand the information presented?
There was a 100% yes response, with one person saying 96% of the information

2. Did you learn new ideas or skills?
The participants said that they learnt new ideas and skills – including 'speaking clearly to children', 
recognising signs of physical abuse, and 

3. Can you identify the signs of child abuse?
The participants gave a unanimous positive response that they could recognise the signs of abuse.

4. What can you do to help a child who is in need of protection?
The participants indicated the following :-

– Report to the social worker
– Call the 24 hour hotline at the Ministry of Human Services
– Talk to the parents and take to the next level
– Talk to the child and refer to the authorities
– Refer to Help & Shelter

One person said “call the police.”

5. What do you think you can do to prevent child abuse?
The participants indicated the following :-

• Teach children on child abuse , eg at church
• counsel parents on other ways to discipline a child
• teach parents, guardians and teachers how to deal with children
• report any case or incident
• educate others about the effect of abuse on children
• participate in programmes and utilise the information
• by educating, teaching and sharing advice
• have a close relationship with the child and try as much as possible to teach him, her to guard 

against child abuse
• join organisations which work against child abuse
• by learning to have control of myself
• seek every opportunity to share the knowledge with parents, caregivers and other guardians of 

children, to inform and educate children on abuse
• provide information to parents and guardians
• educating parents and children
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• have sessions with parents in churches, schools, health centres and even the market place
• encourage parents to use punishment that can have a positive effect 
• get the abuser bring to justice

6. Did you like the way the session was facilitated?
All  off  the  participants  answered  yes, with  annotations  that  they  appreciated  the  interactive 
methodology. One person said 'it was not too bad'.

7. What was your favourite part of this session?
Most  of  the  participants  appreciated  that  they could  have group discussions  and interaction  Other 
responses include

• - Erickson's theory of development
• - ways to identify an abused child
• - facilitator giving scenario to prove why physical abuse is unwanted
• - learning about the different types of child abuse and various signs
• - the discussion about beating (not beating children as a form of discipline)
• - the ways in which a child should be disciplined
• - knowing how to deal with child abuse and recognise signs of child abuse

8. What did you not like about the session?
Some responses included :

• The limitation of time, the time was too short
• the way when other persons are misjudging one's perception
• too much to remember in one day, but material will be read in spare time
• One person taking up a lot of time by presenting weak arguments (Facilitator Note : There was 

an intense discussion for about 10 to 15 minutes around one persons' assertion that he did not 
believe in alternatives to beating children. This could have been handled differently by deferring 
to group discussion )

Most persons said they had nothing they disliked about the session.

9. How will you use the knowledge you have gained?
Most persons said they would pass the knowledge on to family members, peers, with some persons 
indicating that they will reflect on their own behaviour as parents.
One person said they will be more observant and approach situations in which abuse is there in a more 
professional manner,  

Oral Evaluation
In addition to the written feedback, there was an oral round up. Most of the participants in the oral 
feedback  indicated  that  they  would  be  working  on  the  relationship  with  their  children  after  the 
discussions in the session. 

Concluding Remarks
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The programme was ambitious in terms of the time available for the content to be covered. The nurses 
also raised the dilemma they face when parents are abusive to children in the clinic settings, often times 
when  parents  and  children  are  both  frustrated  by delays,  heat  and  the  environment.  Some of  the 
participants  noted  that  it  was  important  to  continue  the  work  on  parenting  education  and  child 
protection since it is very much needed

The nurses appealed for implementation of child friendly health centres to have space for children to 
play while they are waiting on the check ups.   There is need for a  six month evaluation with the 
participants to see how the training has impacted on their work.

Submitted by 
Vidyaratha Kissoon, Help & Shelter
19 April, 2010
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