HELP & SHELTER/EU CHILD PROTECTION PROJECT
PROJECT COORDINATOR’S REPORT – JANUARY 2012
Overview
In this reporting period community-based activities resumed after the cessation due to the Christmas holiday festivities. Parenting and youth interactive sessions in Sophia, Hague and Good Hope continued to exceed targeted numbers. Counselling at the school sites in Zeelugt and Sophia also continued.  During January the project recorded the highest number of parents engaged in parenting skills programmes with 134 parents attending sessions.
The summary report of the community evaluation survey is being prepared for printing and presentation to the communities.
The child abuse posters produced by the project were posted at schools, community centers, health centres, police stations, shops, barber shops and other public places in the communities. The project awaits input from the agencies before producing a finalised publication that outlines the protocols and procedures to be followed by the various agencies that promote child protection and make interventions to address child abuse. 
The project has smoothly transitioned into the extended implementation period and is continuing with its projected outputs for that period.
Project Objectives
1. 
To raise awareness of child protection issues and alternative ways of parenting in a non- violent environment
· A parenting skills session was held with C Field Nursery School PTA on Friday 13th January (see the report contained at Annex 1).
· A parenting skills session was held in Good Hope on 24th January 2012 (see the report at Annex 2).

· A parenting skills session was held with Hague Primary School PTA on 26th January 2012 (see the report at Annex 3).

· A parenting skills session was held at C Field Nursery School on January 27th 2012 (see report at Annex 4).

· A parenting skills session was held at Section E Sophia Centre on January 29th 2012 (see report at annex 5).

· A parenting skills session was held at the Sophia Primary School on 31st January 2012 ( report at Annex 6)

2. 
Introduction of standard protocols for care givers – teachers, nurses, day care staff – to enhance their ability to recognize and give correct responses in cases of child abuse
· To date 60 nurses, medex, midwives and community health workers have been trained – 25 from Georgetown through the Guyana Nurses Association and 35 in Region 3 (West Coast Demerara/Essequibo islands).
· A training workshop was held for teachers and caregivers from Good Hope and Sophia (see report at Annex 9).
·  A total of 21 teachers and caregivers from Hague, Zeelugt, Sophia and Good Hope have been trained.
3.  
Empowering children and families to report child abuse and providing counselling and court support services to affected children
· Counselling and home visits  in Sophia and Zeelugt continued  (see the CCC reports at Annex 7 & 8)
· A youth interactive session was held in Good Hope on 24th January 2012 (see report at Annex10 )
4.
 Creating an effective network of persons and organizations within the target communities.
· The evaluation survey summary report will be presented to the various community-based groups and serve as conduit for persons to buy into the expected community action as the project approaches its end date. The report also widens the scope of community action needed to combat other issues that impact negatively on children and the family.
· In all 4 target communities some stakeholders are mobilizing persons who they feel can combine efforts and capacity to address the welfare and protection of the children within the communities. The groups will also seek to engage in advocacy at the external and community levels to generate support for their activities. Copies of the evaluation survey will be given to the coalition groups in all the target communities. 
`
Table showing the number of children directly engaged by the project
	    2011
	CURRENT

CASELOAD
	NEW CASES
	REFERRED FOR INTERVENTION
	BE-SAFE TRAINED
	OTHER SESSIONS
	CASES CLOSED
	TOTAL ENGAGED

	January
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	February
	57
	7
	15
	55
	3
	5
	115

	March
	77
	18
	11
	55
	13
	0
	145

	April
	53
	0
	13
	0
	3
	21
	56

	May
	53
	1
	3
	0
	13
	0
	66

	June
	59
	6
	19
	0
	9
	0
	68

	July
	50
	0
	3
	0
	10
	0
	60

	August
	50
	0
	0
	29
	11
	0
	90

	September
	56
	0
	0
	37
	5
	0
	98

	October
	46
	0
	2
	65
	8
	10
	119

	November
	43
	0
	0
	60
	18
	0
	121

	December
	43
	0
	0
	0
	42
	0
	85

	2012
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	January
	45
	4
	6
	57
	15
	2
	129

	February
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	March
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Persons reached directly by the project
· 98 teachers - via parenting and CP sessions held for teacher cluster groups in Vreed-en-Hoop at the Vreed-en Hoop Nursery School and in Canal No. 2 at Geneveive Nursery School, Zeelugt primary and nursery school teachers session, teachers training workshop and PTA sessions at Hague.
· 632 parents - via parenting sessions in Zeelugt, Hague, Sophia and Good Hope
· 224 youths - who attended sessions in Hague, Zeelugt, the Learning Centre in Good Hope and the Youth Club in Sophia, apart from children being counselled under the project
Future Project Activities:

· Community evaluation summary report to be discussed at coalition meeting.
· Parenting skills sessions to be held in Sophia, Zeelugt, Good Hope and Hague
· Dissemination of  the new child abuse   posters and  at  Zeelugt, Good Hope, Sophia and Hague
· Consultation on interagency protocol draft
· Parenting skills sessions to be held with parents of children being given counseling support by the project 
Impact during January
During this period the parenting skill sessions reached 134 parents. This is the largest number of parents reached within a one month period. The session with the C Field Nursery School PTA accounted for 70 parents. There have been more requests for parenting sessions from the schools in Sophia, which is the largest of the 4 target communities.
Financial
The financial management of the project relevant to proposed activities continues to be prudent and satisfactorily handled in a way that maximizes the smooth and efficient implementation of the project.
Conclusion
The parenting skills sessions during this period have attracted a record number of parents, especially from schools’ PTAs. This noted response augurs well as parents will become empowered by the interactions and information shared at these sessions. A widening awareness of parenting best practices and the evolving of an effective parenting model continues to be the focus of the sessions. Reporting child abuse and preventative and protective measures to combat all types of child abuse are all topics that continue to be explored by parents and guardians.
To date, 54 parenting manuals, 102 parenting handbooks, 228 fliers and 253  child abuse and motivational posters have been disseminated in Zeelugt, Hague, Sophia and Good Hope via parenting sessions and youth interactive sessions. 392 handouts on the definition of abuse and child protection information have been distributed to teachers at Zeelugt primary and nursery schools and at the nurses/healthcare professionals’ workshop. So far, 114 of the  new child abuse posters, have been disseminated  to shops, schools, community centres, health centres, barber shops, police stations  and churches.
The project has expanded beyond the number of health care workers, care givers, teachers, parents and children specified in the expected results of the project. The survey has also recorded a high level of qualitative impact and highlighted other factors that contribute to a safe environment for children, which was not directly addressed by the proposed project action. These factors include alcohol use/abuse, poverty and literacy.
ANNEX 1
Report of Parenting Skills session held with C Field Sophia Nursery school PTA on 13th January 2012
Objective 1:
To raise awareness of child protection issues and alternative ways of parenting in a non- violent environment
Overview

This session was mobilized by a member of the C Field Nursery School PTA and also endorsed by the Head Teacher Ms. Ivy Light, who noted that parents of the children attending the school needed to be empowered and informed of the necessary skills that influenced positive parenting techniques. The head teacher also sought to have regular sessions for parents to be facilitated by persons who are involved any agency that deals with child welfare. The session was attended by 70 parents and was facilitated by the project coordinator Mr. Colin Marks.
Project Background
The participants were given some background information on the project action within the community. Only approximately 8 parents were ever exposed to any parenting programmes before, and most of them remarked that they were not really fully aware of what the child protection system was.
Parenting Action

The facilitator introduced the participants to the topic which centered on how effective was their parenting styles.
Most parents stated that they were basically parenting based on what transpired with them while they were children. Most of them also confessed that they would only beat their children as a form of discipline or punishment.
The Facilitator then introduced the concept of alternative forms of parenting and non-violent discipline. There was much interaction as parents sought clarification on how to implement the action of alternative methods, while some were still adamant that beating was effective for them.

The interaction concluded with those who had preferred beating consenting to try other methods while they monitor the impact on the child’s behaviour.

Some comments after this segment of the session were:

· I grew up with my parents beating me for anything I did wrong, so I always felt that was the best way to parent.

· This is interesting, so I will try more interaction with my child before I resort to any beating.

· Sometimes when I’m frustrated I only see beating as a way of solving problems.
· I never really saw beating as an act of violence, but now I understand how it can affect the child.

· Having many children and having no support can push parents to beat children even for the slightest action they consider to be bad.

The facilitator then remarked to the parents that when there is an acceptable level of violence in the home the child sees it as normal and this means he/she will accept it as a norm and continue the cycle.

S.P.I.C.E
The facilitator introduced to the parent the five dimensions of child development; explain to them that if parents are not aware of how the child develops from stage to stage, parents’ actions can be confusing to the child because at every stage they may counteract the development by miscommunication even to the point of abuse. 

They were encouraged to understand that their parenting and role, combines communication, love, nurturing, protection and care and influences a child’s emotional and physical development.  These were some comments after this segment of the session.
· I am guilty because I now realise that sometimes I beat for some simple things 

· I will try my best to observe  the way my child is developing

· These are things I never knew, it makes me feel out of touch

· We need to have more of these discussions; these are things parents need to know.

· Sometimes parents are so busy that they miss things about the child.
Child self esteem
The facilitator gave some examples of how parents and adults who are raising children can help to contribute to a child’s sense of value. Positive praising for actions, undivided attention and kind words even when there is a problem, They were also reminded that every experience a child goes through  adds to the status of his/her self esteem.
The discussions on building high self esteem in the   child grew intense as the parents were encouraged to be very communicative with their children as it helps that feel valued. One parent mentioned that she has a problem with shouting at her children, but she recognized that it came from how she was raised.
Community Involvement in Child Protection
Reporting child abuse in any form was discussed and the participants were told of the responsibility of any adult to report cases of abuse within the community, to the Childcare & Protection Agency hotline number. The number was circulated to all the parents. The facilitator further advised that if someone was afraid to report because they may be vulnerable in some way there are persons or places where a report can be made.
 Some parents saw  reporting as a very sensitive matter , but they were told that the law was clear on the confidentiality and protection of those who understood the duty to report can help to save a child from trauma or even  death.

The session concluded, with a vote of thanks by the head teacher and a request for another session before the end of January 2012.
Submitted by Colin Marks
ANNEX 2
Report on parenting session at Good Hope on 24th January 2012
Objective 1:
To raise awareness of child protection issues and alternative ways of parenting in a non- violent environment
Overview
This session was held at Ms. Norma Patadin’s residence in Good Hope. Due to an extended period of power outage in the community the attendance was not what was expected. The parents who attended the session were 8 in number and 2 parents were attending a session for the first time. Before the session commenced they were asked if they needed the session to be rescheduled but they were adamant that the session should begin. The session was facilitated by Mr. Colin Marks, the project coordinator.
Reflections and Updates
The facilitator began by giving an update on the status of the project activities in the community and the date the project will end. The community mobiliser also explained that she was in the process of engaging all the stakeholder and interested persons within the community to become members of the community coalition which would continue to be involved in sustaining some level of activities that the project had coordinated. The participant agreed that they would like to see work continue with parents and youths even after the project end date. 

Mr. Marks then explained that the summery report would be given to the coalition group, and this can assist them in identifying some of the issues that still affect the community and in some way contributes to vulnerable situation that affect children in the community. The community action he also explained would be determined by the coalition’s effective planning, advocacy and networking.
Recap of Community issues
The community mobiliser stated that the community was benefiting from the parenting programmes under the project as she was noticing some parents making efforts to improve their communication with their children and also there was increased awareness on what was the best practice regarding good parent/child relations.
One participant also stated that work needs to be done with those parents who use and abuse alcohol, because their habit impacts the state of their children’s safety and wellbeing.
Participants then began to list and discuss the various issues and situations that affect parents constantly within the confines of the community:-

· Family planning is an issue, as this contributes to children being born to parents who cannot afford to support them

·  The use/abuse of alcohol by some parents is directly related to the high occurrence of domestic violence and dysfunctional families
· Poverty is very much a factor that renders some children vulnerable to abuse and violations.

· Illiteracy – contributing to the high level of psychological and sometime physical abuse by parents and guardians

· Law enforcement constraints - Participant claim that the police station, which is a few villages away, is not very supportive or responsive within reasonable time frame. Therefore situation involving children or families are sometimes not addressed with priority. 

· Current rape case exposed the slothfulness of the law enforcement system and it may have compromised affirmative action to bring to the perpetrator to face the consequences of his action.
· Families are not inclined to address abuse perpetrated against family members by persons they are acquainted with.

There was lengthy discussion by the participants on the listed issues that still exist within the community. After some time they concluded that favourable results would only come if a core of persons from the community continue to press for change, capacity building and the development of a community model that involve supporting the vulnerable through strategic engagement with both internal agencies and the local stakeholders who understand the dynamics of the community and can identify its resources.
A parent then asked how she can best handle a situation where she had raised a child from infancy to 3 years old with the consent of the parent who couldn’t afford the child. She said that the child was due to enter the school system before the end of the year but she had no legal documents of guardianship or birth certificate, though the biological parent is willing to concede. She was advised that once she wanted to do the official adoption she should visit the Ministry of Labour & Human Services.


The session concluded with the parents committing to work in the community with other parents to sustain the wellbeing of children.

Submitted by Colin Marks 
ANNEX 3                      
Report on Parenting session with Hague Primary School PTA on January 26th 2012
Objective 1:
To raise awareness of child protection issues and alternative ways of parenting in a non- violent environment

 Overview

This session was as a result of the commitment of the head teacher of Hague Primary School, Ms. Khan to have the project team continue to engage the parent through the PTA. This was the third session with the Hague Primary School PTA and to date it has proven to be the best forum to meet with parent in the small village. There were 24 parents present and 4 teachers. The session was facilitated by the project coordinator
The president of the PTA introduced the project coordinator Mr. Marks and mentioned that he was pleased that, over the past 3 terms, the project had always done work with the parents attending the PTA meeting held every term
Reflections 
The parents were asked to reflect on any thing that they learnt or remembered from the previous sessions to which the participants responded:
· I learned that beating can harm a child in many ways
· To address the behavior and not the child
· The actions of the child changes as the child develops
· A child needs to raised in an atmosphere of love
· A child that sees violence  may become violent
 More Parenting techniques
The facilitator asked how many parents were still using beating as their only method of discipline, two parents raised their hands. Mr. Marks noted that that this was a good sign because the first time he had asked them that in a previous session over 7 hands were raised. He enquired what was the behavior or action they were beating for and was told by one parents that “the child wasn’t hearing when I told her to do something”.
Mr. Marks enquired  if the child had hearing problems and was told no, so he then told the parent once the child didn’t have a problem with her ears, it means that she was hearing but the problem she was addressing the child and not really the action. He then challenged the parent to stop beating for the things that the child seems not to be hearing, and try talking to her abut the behaviour or action instead.

She concurred that she will try that method.

The facilitator discussed a few more scenarios that parent may beat a child, when all was needed was communication with the child and some help to stare the child form certain activities. 

Some other parenting techniques were given to the participants.

· Whatever a parent does matters to the  child, show good examples

· Always let the child feel important – it builds esteem

· Help the child to set goals
· Love is never too much for a child

· Get involved in fun activities with the child

· Avoid harsh punishment instead give extra work or task
 Protecting Children

 Using the new child abuse poster as a reference the group discussed what the rights of a child meant, and what actions of adults towards child were also deemed abusive. Parents were also reminded that not all abuse was physical. The coordinator also   mentioned that the summary report of the community evaluation survey had showed that in the Hague community many children were exposed to verbal abuse. Verbal abuse the coordinator explained, lead to children having low self esteem and makes them vulnerable to other forms of abuse.

 The CPA hotline number was then pointed out at the bottom of the poster and parents were advised that it was their responsibility to report cases of abuse, or where a child was exposed to a risky situation.

A parent shared that it is difficult for her to understand how to communicate with her children because she thought her parents beat her because they wanted to protect her. 
The facilitator then explained the only way to protect the child was to make sure the child grows with nurturing, health care, attention, education, and making sure the child is not abused in any way or exposed to violence. When children are exposed to violence in the home they most times continue that cycle when they become adults.
The PTA president thanks the project coordinator for the session and mentioned that he hoping that parents try the techniques which were shared.
Submitted by Colin Marks

ANNEX 4
Report on Parenting Skills Session C Field Nursery School on 27th January 2012
Objective 1:
To raise awareness of child protection issues and alternative ways of parenting in a non- violent environment

Overview

This Session was requested by the school’s head teacher Ms. Ivy Light who has committed to exposing the parents of students at the school in activities that would upgrade their parenting skill and raise their awareness on the best practices of parenting even in difficult circumstances. She informed the project team that she had also invited a representative of the school welfare department, to make a presentation at the session. The welfare department personnel was not able to attend the session and due to the inclement weather the expected level of attendance was not achieved however the project officer Mr. Kevin Massiah and coordinator Mr. Colin Marks were present to conduct the session. There were 11 parents and 3 teachers present.
Introductions

The head teacher opened the session and stated that though she was not so happy by the attendance she hope that these sessions would continue on a monthly basis because she had analyzed the scope of parenting skills among the parents who had children at the school and she knew they needed to build capacity in this particular area because in several cases they had more than one child to raise. She then invited the project team to commence the session.
Talking Points

Mr. Marks briefly explained that the focus of the session would be to have parents explore some parenting techniques and also look at how effective their socialising of children at home would impact how they acted at school and eventually progressed to adulthood. Mr. Marks further commented that in his interactions with other parents in the other 3 target communities it was conclusive to say that children that are exposed at home to any level of violence begin to think that conflict can only be solved by violence.
Mr. Massiah then interjected and asked parents to indicate all those who thought licks was necessary in there parenting style. Most of the participants raised their hands in confirmation.
Except for one parent who stated that she beats her children for fighting with each other, all the other stated that they flogged their children because they “don’t hear sometimes”
Mr. Massiah then took the group through the process of examining how children inculcate behavior patterns from the adults directly in their environment.
Other points raised and discussed were:-

· Children especially boys model what they see in their father

· Licks cannot be effective when its used to address every type of a child’s behavior deemed unacceptable to parents

· Some parents don’t look for alternative ways to address the problem

· Parents beat because they were beaten as children

· A child who is consistently beaten at home finds it hard to cope when he’s at school and he’s not beaten

· Children learn to shut out adults who they think is likely to ill-treat them

· Any level of violence the child is exposed to can set the trend of his adult actions
 Protecting Children
The protection of children from abuse which is often times at the hand of adults became the focus of the session. Because of the fact that most of the parents present were of the view that children had to be beaten to correct their behaviour, some participants were very unsure of how abuse viewed  in the context of a parent who holds to the view that beating the  child is good because they too were beaten as a child.
The facilitators explained that it is recognized that people through the years have been using flogging as a means to regulate children’s actions but what cannot be ignored is the long term effects on the child who in many cases develop a penchant for violence.

One teacher intimated that no one can convince her that beating is wrong because she was beaten as a child and she also inflicted beating on her children. The facilitators accepted that that view was one that had found acceptability among some persons but there was overwhelming evidence that the most violent persons are the one who themselves  were violated.

The facilitators found agreement when they re-emphasised that protection of a child means that they need to be given care, shelter, food, access to health care, access to education, be nurtured and protected from abuse of any kind.

The head teacher then recounted several situations she had witnessed in her years of teaching where beatings had caused a child to become very abusive and she even mentioned a case when it resulted in the death of a child. 

There were several comments and questions asked during the discussions as the parents began to be more open with their opinions on creating safe environments for children, some were:-

· Violence in families and against children needed to be addressed at the highest level in our society 

· How do we deal with children who are accustomed to violence at home and have become introverts when they are at school?

· The bible says it’s ok to use the rod
· As parents we need to try other ways of discipline

· Some children are so affected by bad parenting its hard to reach them

· Frustrated parents cause many children to be abused

· Therapeutic support is needed to help children severely affected by violence in the home

· I try hard not to let my children witness conflict between me and my spouse.

· How can we help children when they don’t open up?

At the end of the session several child abuse posters were distributed and parents were encouraged to use them to stimulate conversation between both adults and children as it will lift their awareness on the various types of abuse.
One parent remained to ask advice on a domestic situation she was experiencing. She was referred for counseling at Help & Shelter.

Submitted by Colin Marks 

Annex 5
Report on Parenting Skills Session Section E Sophia Centre on Sunday 29th January 2012
Objective 1:
To raise awareness of child protection issues and alternative ways of parenting in a non- violent environment

Overview

This follow session was mobilized by one of the executive members of the Community Based Organisation that runs the Centre at Section E Sophia, Ms. A Younge. This group of parents had expected to continue with the movie session that was conducted in the previous session, however with the heavy rainfall affecting some logistics the parents still insisted that coordinator conduct some sort of activity as they had braved the weather to attend. The parents also stated that they wanted to discuss the recent development in the community where some young boys were sexually molested, allegedly by a religious leader, and at a place where many other youths from the community frequented on a daily basis.

The session was attended by 10 parents, and they explained that they were looking forward to the programme as it would be the first for the year and they needed to realign their minds to all the information and interactions they were privy to in the past sessions. The coordinator distributed some of the new child abuse posters to all present and explained that the illustrative poster on the various types of abuse can be discussed during the session if they desired to do so.
Reflections on previous sessions
The participants were asked to reflect on any aspect of previous sessions that were conducted; these were some of their comments:

· We in this community now seeing what reporting can do
· Parents really need to listen to their children because look at what happen right in our community
· I feel confident to give some advice to other parents who sometimes beat without thinking.

· I still read the parenting handbook that I got here
· Many women are willing to try alternative ways of parenting but it’s the men who don’t support
· I’m trying not to shout at my children as I was accustomed to.
· My daughter attended a session with me and sometimes she reminds me of something we learned.
Parent/Child Communication
The facilitator used the leaflet on Simple Parent Methods which covered various topics on parenting and also dealt with child protection and the importance of reporting abuse even if it’s suspected.
A parent asked to deviate for a bit, to briefly discuss the situation that was really disturbing to her, which was regarding the case of several boys being molested, allegedly by a religious figure. During the tangent discussion on the case which was also in the press regularly parents had these comments:
· Our community needs to get serious about our children

· Children need to trust parents to disclose things that affect them

· It looks like children are not safe anywhere.

· Sometimes  we need to pay more attention to our suspicions or even rumors

· This situation has caused me to be more involved in my daughter’s life

· Everybody has got to help to protect each other 

The coordinator remarked that he was pleased at the level of concern exhibited by the community even though it’s going to be challenging to undo the damage done to the young men who were abused.
The discussion was then moved back to the parenting leaflet, and the contents discussed were:-

· Parenting Models – discussing a few ways parent decide to raise their children, and the impact
· Parenting Goals – how to achieve the best results as children grow into adults

· Communication and relationships – building strong links with the child.

· Role Models – exhibiting behaviors , and attitudes children can follow

There was in-depth sharing of experiences and interactions as these topics were explored. The facilitator encouraged the group to look at their individual families and find ways of parenting that impact the child’s well being and protection.

The session concluded after the 16 illustrations of the various types of abuse were looked at in the context of how a child’s rights are expected to insulate them from abuse and violation.
Final Comments

· Protecting children is still a challenge because its adults who are guilty of these acts.
· Some children are not even safe in the homes where the agency puts them
· It’s so sad these days that children can’t trust adults neither can adults trust other adults
· Parent still need to educate themselves to a level that helps them to protect the children
· The police need to do their job of protecting children
· If the children not safe the nation not safe.
Submitted by Colin Marks 

Annex 6
Report on Parenting session for Parents of level 4 Students of the Sophia Primary School on January 31st 2012
Objective 1:
To raise awareness of child protection issues and alternative ways of parenting in a non- violent environment

Overview
This session was held for parents whose children were in grade 4 at the Sophia Primary School. One of the grade 4 teachers Ms. M. Vyhuis contacted the Child Care Counsellor  who conducts the couselling session at the school under the child protection project, because she thought that the parents needed to be exposed to some basic tenants of effective parenting. The coordinator accepted the invitation to engage the parents in a session, and the teachers also expressed their desire to attend the session. The level of attendance was severely affected by the weather as it had rained throughout the day until 3 pm when the session was scheduled to begin. The session was attended by 11 parents and 3 teachers.
Project Background

The coordinator gave a brief background of the project objectives and remarked that even though the project was due to end in March  he was pleased to do some sessions with the Sophia Primary school as it was the largest school in the community. The coordinator underscored the importance of effective parenting because it builds a safe environment for children to grow and develop.
Parenting Action
The coordinator introduced as a talking point the action of parenting which he suggested is really the actions of a person tasked with raising children in an environment which guarantees them the basic right to shelter, food, care, nurturing, healthcare and protection from any form of abuse. He further explained that though it requires some skill, parents never get to go through training to be effective, but in most cases parents continue in whatever ways they were exposed to as children.
The coordinator then posited that because of these phenomena, whenever a parent was raised in a dysfunctional environment then they are most likely to continue the cycle and therefore expose their children to the same. To break this cycle he suggested, parents need to be able to re-examine the model especially when violence in any form becomes a feature that is acceptable.

The participants were then asked to show by the raising of hands, who were using licks or beating as their form of disciplining children. Almost all the parents raised their hands. When asked what they would usually beat for the almost all of them stated because the children don’t “hear” when they give them instructions. Two of the parents stated that they beat for lying.
Those who had said that the children don’t hear were asked if the children were disabled and they all answered no, so the coordinator remarked that inn fact there is no way that they don’t hear, so those parents, he advised need to address the action and not beat the child for not hearing. The parents who said that the child was always lying, the coordinator asked if when the child did something that was considered wrong and they spoke the truth would they still get lashes, the parents answered yes. The coordinator then suggested that if the child was being beaten for the truth they will resort to lies.

He then explained the reasons for the lies need to be addressed. In both cases parents admitted that they never considered what was causing the action they just thought lashes would solve the problems, the coordinator explained that in both cases the parents only need to use alternative methods the get the children to stop the negative behaviors because in many cases the children learn to accept the beatings but never change the behaviour. 
Tips for Effective Parenting
After some interaction where parent shared their experiences and the coordinator shared experiences also parents were introduced to parenting tips:

· Discipline the child with love not anger
· Set rules and  stick  to them

· Don’t label the child , address the negative behaviour

· Model the action the want the child to follow

· Give the child attention and show interest in his/her activities

· Build trust by telling them things they can prove to be truth

· Praise the child for positive actions

· encourage the child to express thoughts

· If the child asked a question and you don’t know the answer tell them the truth and promise to find the answer .If you must get assistance to get the answer do so.

· Don’t compare your child to someone else’s child
There was lots of sharing and interaction as the tips were explored and the parents were very pleased with the possibility of testing these tips they were being encouraged to try.
Early childhood development
S.P.I.C.E which explores five dimensions of child development was introduced to the parents and they were again encouraged to be understanding of the various stages of the child’s growth and development because their actions and interest are most time reflective of their stage of their development process. Parents who mis- communicate with their children as the go through these processes can affect the bonding and trust that is supposed to develop between parent and child.
Understanding Self
Understanding self was introduced as being very critical to parents as individuals. Using the iceberg illustration the coordinator explained how an individual carries all the experiences bottled up in the various levels of his conscience. He expanded by also explaining that children are also individuals and they too record all their experiences whether good or bad in their minds. Fear, rejections, violations, shame and abuse are just some of the emotions that form like an iceberg below the surface of an individual’s conscious mind.  
In conclusion to this topic the coordinator posited that the most successful parents are those who avoid violence and invoking fear or shame in the minds of their children through their actions because the mind stores these experiences and there are cases when the parent starts a family even though their self concept has been impacted by negative emotions and they even transfer the same to their children through the socialization process.
Child Protection& Reporting Abuse
The facilitator read the definition of abuse and the participants were encouraged to be vigilant within the community for signs of child abuse in any form, taking into consideration what has transpired in the Sophia community it makes it more important for persons to be observant 

The existence of domestic abuse in the home was also cited as a lead-on to the occurrence of child abuse. The group was informed of their responsibility to report suspected or confirmed cases of abuse within the community. Confidentiality of the reporting process was endorsed by the facilitator who also mentioned that an intervention brings help and solutions to vulnerable children who cannot protect themselves.

The new child abuse poster produced by the project was shared to the parents and they were asked to note the CPA’s hotline number.
Submitted by Colin Marks

Annex 7
Childcare Counsellor Karen Shaw’s Report for January 2012
Total current case load: 24     Total new cases this month: 4   Total cases closed: 0
· 12 cases involve counselling

· 6 case involves monitoring 

· 6 cases involve ongoing intervention with  the Childcare & Protection Agency

NB Some of the counselling cases are also with the Childcare & Protection Agency for intervention.

Counselling 

Types of Abuse (some children may be experiencing or have experienced more than one type of abuse)

	Types of Abuse


	No. of children who are experiencing or have experienced abuse

	Sexual 
	2

	Physical
	5

	Abandonment
	0

	Neglect
	7

	Verbal
	8

	Domestic 
	4

	Total
	26


 Issues/Topics addressed in counselling sessions (several issues may be addressed with some children) 
	Issue/Topic
	No. of children

	Health education e.g. , hygiene, self esteem, safety etc.
	1

	Support after abuse
	1

	Grief/loss/bereavement
	0

	Behavioural problems
	11

	Total
	13


Referral of children to other agencies 

	Agency
	Type of service sought
	No. of children

	School Welfare Department
	School Transfer
	2

	Total
	
	2


Referral of parents/caregivers referred to other agencies 

	Name of Agency
	Type of service sought
	No. of Parents/ Caregivers

	
	
	

	Total
	
	0


Home Visits

The homes of 11 children were visited, some more than once during the month depending on the situation.
Parenting Sessions

There one to one parenting session held with 5 parents by this CCC during this month.
Child Protection Awareness Session 
There were no be safe sessions due to end of term exams which proceeded the Christmas holiday.
Submitted by Karen Shaw

ANNEX 8
Childcare Counsellor Chabela Lord’s Report for January 2012
Total current Case load: 21         Total new cases this month: 0   Total closed cases: 2
· 19 cases involve counselling

· 2  cases involve monitoring 

· 0  case  involves ongoing intervention with  the Childcare & Protection Agency

Counselling

Types of Abuse (some children may be experiencing or have experienced more than one type of abuse)

	Types of Abuse


	No. of children who are experiencing or have experienced abuse

	Sexual
	0

	Physical
	13

	Abandonment
	1

	Neglect
	1

	Verbal
	14

	Domestic 
	10

	Total
	39


Issues/topics addressed in counselling sessions (several issues may be addressed with some children) 

	Issue/Topic
	No. of children

	Health education e.g. , hygiene, self esteem, safety etc.
	12

	Support after abuse
	10

	Grief/loss/bereavement
	0

	Behavioural problems
	3

	Total
	25


Referral of children to other agencies 
	Agency
	Type of service sought
	No. of children

	Ministry of Labour & Social  Services
	Foster Care
	1

	Total
	
	1


Referral of parents/caregivers referred to other agencies 

	Name Of Agency
	Type of service sought
	No. of Parents/ Caregivers

	Help & shelter
	Counselling
	2

	
	
	

	Total
	
	2


Home Visits

The homes of 7 children were visited, 1 home in Sophia and 6 in Zeelugt. The visits were used to help reinforce the parents understand of being involved in the child’s life at school. These parents that were engaged were listed by the school staff as the parents that do not attend PTA meetings or visit the children’s class teachers, even though they were referred for counselling. The CCC also used the visit to recap topics explored on previous visits to the family.
Child Protection Awareness Session 

 Be-Safe sessions were held twice in the month of January, during this period 57 children benefited from the sessions.
Impact /success
· A parent from the Zeelugt community was pleased to share that her daughter who had changed schools is performing better in the new environment. At the Christmas term she was the 2nd highest performer in the class. This family (without the father) was removed from the Wales community where they used to share a dwelling with her father who was a violent alcoholic, they have now relocated to Zeelugt which is approximately 25 miles from the previous home.
· After several home visits and one to one sessions that included motivation for improving self esteem, capacity building and setting goals, a mother has taken the initiative to become self employed. She has now started a food business and is doing very well as she’s now able to provide better for herself and children with the income being generated daily by her business. She’s high in praise for the motivation she got in the parenting sessions.
Submitted by Chabela Lord

Annex 9

Report of the Child Protection Workshop for teachers in school and similar establishments held at Pattensen Community Development Centre on Saturday 14 January, 2012.
Objective 2:     
Introduction of standard protocols for care givers, teachers, nurses, day care staff to     enhance their ability to recognize and give correct responses in cases of child abuse

This training was conducted as part of the need to raise awareness about child protection issues in persons who function in a teaching capacity to children.

This training was conducted under the legal framework of the Protection of the Children Act of 2009 which mandates that teachers and youth workers report when they suspect children are in need of protective interventions.

There were 11 participants who were drawn from schools which serve Sophia and Good Hope. These included one Sunday school teacher from North Sophia, two teachers from C Field Primary, Four from Sophia Primary, two from Bright Futures and two from Lusignan Primary.

The representative of the Child Protection Agency Mrs. Bryan attended the session and this was very useful to the participants. 

Learning Objectives :-

The one day session was organised so that by the end, participants should be expected to 

· Define child abuse and explain their role in preventing child abuse.

· Recognise cultural and personal factors which may hinder appropriate interventions in cases of child abuse.

· Identify physical and behavioural indicators of child abuse.

· Learn some skills to interact with child survivors of abuse

· Discuss some ways to prevent child abuse

· Understand the legal framework for reporting child abuse

The participants also expressed questions about how to work with parents who were abusive to their children, and how to deal with reporting cases of abuse to the relevant authorities and ensuring follow up. They also wanted to know how to get parents to be more involved in their children's welfare.

Methodology

The session was intended to be participatory and interactive, and to also draw on participants' experiences with child abuse prevention and detection. The session started two hours later than expected and as a result, all objectives could not be met. There was intensive discussion on beating children as a form of discipline and parenting methods. Some of the participants also reflected on their own and the students' frustrations at not being able to meet curriculum guidelines, at not being able to meet the primary needs of children in terms of food and other care, and of not getting support of the parents. The handouts were distributed. Some participants were familiar with some of the content.

The teachers engaged the representative of the CPA on the following themes :-

- How is the care homes managed? 

- Are the person qualified to manage the homes

- How and when to make a report 

- Is the first option to take away children from parents?

- How do they deal with a case when the child does not open but there is a strong suspicion and one of the parents is complicit.

- Challenges with law enforcement 

- Community empowerment

Evaluation

The participants' responses to the evaluation questions are summarised here :-

1 Did you understand the information presented?

All of the participants said that they understood the information as presented.

2 Did you learn new ideas or skills?

All of the participants said they learnt new ideas or skills.

3 Can you identify the signs of child abuse?

Most persons said they could, one person said it depended on the type of abuse. One person noted that the sharing of experiences within the group also informed her.

4 What can you do to help a child who is in need of protection?

Most persons said they would report the matter to the CPA, one person said she would speak with the parents first.

5 What do you think you can do to prevent child abuse?

The participants indicated that they would educate parents, and children about abusive behaviours. Some noted the importance to teaching parents the alternatives to beating children. Other participants said they would be observant, and would also keep checking on home situations.

6 Did you like the way the session was facilitated?

All of the persons said that they liked the facilitation, one remarked on the open discussions. 

7 What was your favourite part of this session? 

Everyone indicated that they appreciated the sharing of experiences and the interaction, one person mentioned the debate on corporal punishment.

8 What did you not like about the session?

Some persons did not like the late start; others talked about the views on corporal punishment (though in these responses they did not say which views they did not like)

9 How will you use the knowledge you have gained?

Most persons said they would share it with parents and in the community; one person said she would use it in her home. Four persons said they would put it into practice /use the ideas in the classroom.

Submitted by Vidyaratha Kissoon
Annex 10
Report on Youth Interactive Session at the Good Hope Learning on 24th January 2012
Objective: 3
Empowering children and families to report child abuse and providing counselling and          court support services to affected children

 Overview

This session held with the youths who attend the Good Hope /Lusignan Learning Centre. Their ages range from 11 to 17 and 15 youths were present at this session. Of the group had attended session before. The main focus of the session was to deal directly with the group’s awareness of child abuse.
Reflection 
The facilitator asked those who had attended sessions before to comment on what they had learned:
· We learned about the ‘trash bin’

· Communicating without speaking

· Self esteem

· Peer pressure

The 15 youths were then split into 3 groups of five persons each. They were then given three questions to come up with answers. The coordinator explained that when they were finished coming up with a few answers to the questions they will all be discussed together. 
 Group 1: What is child abuse?
The responses that were listed and discussed by the participants:

· When a child is left hungry 
· Forcing a child to have sex
· Shouting and cursing a child
· Beating and injuring a child by parents
· When a child is stopped from going to school
This list was written up on the chalk board and the whole group proceeded to discuss what group 1 had listed.
The facilitator concurred that the list showed they had a good understanding of the types of child abuse which can be defined as being physical, psychological, and sexual and neglect.
Group 1 was congratulated for producing a good list that defines child abuse.

Group   2: How would you protect yourself from abuse?
The second group of participants was asked to come up with suggestions that answer this question.

· Talk out loudly if I feel threatened
· Stay far from persons  I don’t feel comfortable with
· No liming after hours especially when no responsible adult is not present
· Avoid too much touching with the persons I hardly know
· Try not to be alone with male strangers
· Stay away from alcohol and drugs
This list also written on the chalk board and the whole group was invited to make comments or add to the list.

One youth said that when parents beat children very bad the only thing to do is run away. 

The coordinator however told the youths that the law protects children from abuse and all occurrences of child abuse should be reported and children can report too.
Group 3: What would you do if you know your peer has been abused?
The third group was asked to also come up with answers to the question, the answers they wrote were:

· Try to talk to my friend’s parent
· If my friend is sexually abused I would tell them not to bathe before going to the doctor
· I would tell them to go to the police
· Tell a adult who I trust
· Don’t leave the person alone
· Tell a teacher

The coordinator congratulated group 3 for their list too and explained that most times persons who are abused firstly need to feel supported and they also should not be led to believe that it was their fault.

He also remarked that most children are abused by persons they know or who are known to family or others in the community.
 The youths were advised that even though a child may be abused by an adult it should not be hidden but it must be reported, that means they must find a trusted adult to talk to.
The group then discussed the various types of abuse illustrated on the child abuse poster. Several posters were given to the teachers to have them displayed at the centre.
Submitted by Colin Marks
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